251

of which the German minority in Poland is said to be the victim, the
alleged "tortures" of arrested Germans and the "mass flights into
Germany."

On the other hand, the Polish newspapers announce that many
Polish schools in the frontier zone have been requisitioned by the
German authorities, that soldiers have been billeted in them, and that
the classroom furniture has been thrown out into the street.

They announce too that many people employed in Polish institu-
tions or organizations in German Silesia have been sent to labour
camps and that the Polish workers have been sent to the interior of
Germany.

LEON  NOEL.

No. 207

M. COVLONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 21, 1939.   5.29 p.m.

(Received 7 p.m.)
OWING to the large numbers of troops moving eastward during

the  whole  of yesterday  and  the  heavy  traffic  last  night  on   the

Magdebourg-Berlin motor road, it is no longer possible to doubt that

the concentration of forces is in progress.

However, Germany has not officially mobilized, and is supposed

to be using the army and calling up reserves for a period of training;

the reserves are being called up by individual summons and not by

proclamation.

I think that for our part it would be best to avoid any ostentatious

action while taking all necessary steps.   The measures we adopt will

be all the more effective for being discreet.   The German Government

will always get to know enough about them to realize what they mean.

It will be able neither to consider our attitude as a provocation, nor

our preparations as a piece of bluff.

COULONDRE.

No. 208

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 21, 1939.   9.7 p.m.

(Received on the 22nd at 12.10 a.m.)
I HAVE just heard, from a source which is usually reliable, that the

immediate intentions of Germany are as follows:

(1) Orders have been given to all officer pilots of the Berlin region

to join their posts at midnight to-morrow, with three days1 provisions.

Similar information reached me from another source this morning,

stating that the concentration of German forces was to be completed

in two or three days' time.